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liquid gold

A weekend family retreat turns into a thriving

producer of premium olive oil.
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The stairs leading from the main
lobby to the administrative office.
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WHEN ONUR MERAL and his wife, Asli,
bought a large block of farmland in Turkey’s
scenic Aegean Region, they didn't even know
what types of trees covered the hills that roll
down to the sea. Working with award-win-
ning Turkish architect Han Tiimertekin, a
longtime friend, the couple built a week-
end retreat for their family near the shore,
transforming a historic ruined villa into a
contemporary holiday home.

The more time Meral spent at his coastal
property near the tiny ancient village of
Bademli, and the more he engaged in agri-
culture, the more he wanted it to become
a full-time way of life. “The grounds had
around fifteen hundred very old olive trees,”
he notes, “but no roads, power, water, or
communication. During development of the
infrastructure and renovation of the exist-
ing ruins, I fell in love with the land and the
trees.” Meral visited olive orchards and mills
across Europe and undertook courses in Tus-
cany and Spain’s Province of Jaén, eventually
swapping his military contracting business
for farming in 2005.

When the house was finished in 2004,
the couple began expanding their property
by purchasing surrounding land and work-
ing to achieve organic certification, with
which they were accredited by ECOCERT
in 2006. “Because today’s olive oil market
is flooded with adulterated and misla-

beled products,” Meral explains, “we reject
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